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Di'psas, n.f, [Latin, from ft Wj, to thirlt] A ferpcnt, whofe 
bite produces the fenLtion of unquenchable third. 

Scorpion, and alp, and ampbifbcena dire, 

Ceraftes horn'd) hydras, and elops drear. 

And dipfas. Milton' s Par , Loft , b.x.L 516* 

Di’PTOTE n . f [-Wifi?!*.] A noun confining of two cafes 
only* Clark, 

DiYtych. n.f [diptycla? Latin.] A rcgifter of bifhops and 
martyrs* 

T he commemoration of faints was made out of the Hytychs of 
the church, as appears by multitudes of places in fit.Auftin. S till, 
DIRF. ad), [dbtiSy Latin.] Dreadful; difmal; mournful:; hor- 
rible; terrible; evil in a great degree. 

Your eye in Scotland 

Would create foldiers, and make Women fight, 

To doff their dire diftreffes, Shaktjjmre t Mjeubeth* 

More by intemperance die 
In meats, and drinks, which on the earth fhall bring 
Difeafes dir 6 ; of which a monftrous crew 
Before thee (ball appear. Air ton's P. Lojl y L\ xi. /. 474* 

Hyd ms, and gorgoiis, and chimauras dire Miltpi, 

Or wh it the croft, looking planet fmkes. 

Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites, Milton. 

Dire was the tolling, deep the groans, defpair 
Tended the fide. Milton. 

Difcord i d re filler of the (la tight ered pnw'r. 

Small at her birth, but rifmgevVy hour; 

While fcarce the fkies her horrid head can bound. 

She Talks on earth, and (hakes the work! around. Pole's II. 
DIRE CT, adj, \ dire cl us y Latin,] 
r. Strait, not crocked. 

2. Not oblique. 

The Chips would mote in one and the lame lurface ; and 
confequentiy muff need: encounter w hen they either advance 
towards one 2 not he in direct lines, or meet in the interfeciion 
of crofs lines. hmtli/s berm. 

3. [In aftronumy.] Appearing to an eye on earth to move pro- 
greffivd y through the zodiac, not retrograde* 

T vo geomantic figures were difplay’d, 1 

Above his head, a warrior and a maid, ? 

One when direct and one when retrograde. Dryd F A ) 

4. Not collateral, as the grand fan fuccetds bis grandlii e in a 
d reel line* 

5. Apparently tending to fbme end* 

Such was as then the it ate of the king, as it was no time 
by direfi means to feck her. And fuch was the date ol bis 
captivated wift, as he would delay no time ot feeking her* Sid* 
He that docs thi s will be able to call: off all that is fuper- 
fluous; he will fee what is pertinent, what coherent, what is 
d reef to, what Hides by the queftion* Lode. 

6. Open ; not ambiguous. 

There be, that are in nature faithful and fincere, and plain 
and dinff ; not crafty and involved* Bacon s Efjayy 21. 

7 . Plain ; exprefs. 

He no where, that I know, fays it in dire ft word.* Lode* 
To Direct* v a- [dirigo^ dircdUtftty Latin.*] 

1. To aim in a (trait line. 

Two eagles from a mountain’s height, 

By Jove’s command dire A their rapid flight* Pope $ Od. 

2. Tp point againft as'a mark* 

The fpear Hew hiding through the middle fpace, 

And pierc’d his throat, direcfedzt his lace* Dryd. Mn. 

3. To regulate t to adjuft* 

I: is not in man that walketh to dreed his fteps* fc? . x. 23. 
Wifdom is profitable to direef. Lcciii ^ x* 10. 

All that is m a man’i power, is to mind what the ideas are 
that t;*ke their turns in his underftanding ; or cllc to cure. _ and 
lbrt, and call in fuch as he defires* Dae. 

4. To prdefibe certain meafure; to mark out a certain com Sc, 

He diredtih it under the whole heavens, and bis lightening 
unto the ends of the earth. J QL/ xxxvii. 3* 

To order ; to command 
D J a e/ct £ it , u. f [ director^ Lai in.] 

1, One that directs ; one that prescribes. 

2. An inftrument that ferves to guide any manual operation. 

Si p. ^cxioH* n.fi [dirt&ie, Latin.] 

1, Ai itt at a certain point. . 

The dire diem of good works to a good end, is the only prin- 
ciple that dilfinguiihes charity. Smaindge s Serm. 

2. Motion imprelied by a certain imp u lie. 

r ! hri c mem opinions are not the produfl of judgment, or 
ti e confequence of rrafon ; but the effedls of chance and ha- 
zard, of a mind fluarimr at all adventures, Without choice, and 


Ev’n now 

I put myfelf to thy direction. Shakfpeards Mathth, 

He needs not our miilruft, fince he delivers 
Our offices, and what wc have iodo, 

'To the direction juft. Shakef eat es Macbeth 

The nobles of the people digged it by the dheCTui of the 
law -giver. ^ Numb, xxh jg. 

Mens paflions and God’s dheBim feldom agree. K Charles 
All nature is hut art unknown to thee, 

AH chance, direfficn which thou can 'ft nest fee. Pipes E if 
General directions for fcholuftic difputers, is never to dilute 
upon mere trifles* IVauD Improv, Mindy p. 

Dire'c-j IVf* n.j] [from dr elf d 


is 


w i t h o u t dh e. -! ton * 


Locke. 


a d redk’e rule unto 

Hooker^ h i,/j, 


No particle of matter, nor any combination of particles, 
tliat i-, no boJy can cither move of itfejf, or of .dull alter the 
direction of its motion. ^ oeyaey* 

c. Order ; command; ore fc ration* 

From the counld that St Jerome gl vet h L^ta, of taking 
heed bow ihe read the apocrypha ; as alio by the help ot other 
learned mens judgments, delivered in like cafe, we may take 
dwae.n. 2 H*nr b. 5 /. 20. 


Having the power of direction. 

A law therefore generally taken 
goodnefs of operation* 

A power of command there is without all queftion, thq 
there be fame doubt in what ktcuity this command doth prin- 
cipally rcfule, whether in the will or the underftanding The 
true rcfolufion is, that the dire dive command for court fcl is in 
the underftanding ; and the applicative command, or em pi re, 
lor putting in execution of what is directed, is in the will 

Bramk aga 'nji Noth. 
On the direkfive powers of the former, and the regulauty 
of the latter, whereby it is capable of direction, depends the 
generation of all bodies. Grew’s Cojar Sul. b. ii. ^ ^ 

2* Informing ; (hewing the w-ay. 

Nor vifited by one directive ray. 

From cottage (f reaming, or from airy hall. Dimtd Aut. 
DtR i ctly.- adj [from direct. J 
1* In a ftrair line; recii lineally. 

The more a body is nearer to the eyes, and the more direfliy 
it is oppofed to them, the more it is enlightened; becaisfethe 
light langui flies and iefiens the further it removes from its pro- 
per fou rce . / hydt ds 1 ) uf 'ejhoy. 

T here was no other place aiBgned to any of this matter, 
than that whereinto its own gravity bore it, which was only 
direSt y downwards, whereby it obtained that place in tliu 
globe which was juft underneath* Woodward's A, Hjh p. 4, 
If the refradled ray be return d direfid back to the point of 
incidence, it (hall be refrafk J by the incident ray. Newt. Opt , 

2. Immediately; apparently; without circumlocution ; without 
any long train ot confequence. 

Infidels being clean without the church, deny dtredd anj 
utterly rc|t£t the very principles of chriftianiiy, which her clicks 
embrace, and erroneoufiy by mftconftruciion* Hooker ^ b. u.J.i. 

No man hath hitherto been lb impious, as plainly and 
direst (y to condemn prayer. Hooker y b. v. J* 2. 

By affecting the feripmre to be the canon of our faith, I 
have unavoidably created to myfelf enemies in the pajiiks 
dirtftlyy bccaufe they have kept the fertpture from us what 
they could, and have referved to them (elves a right oi inter* 
preting them. Drydeds Pref. Rei Laid . 

His" work direSfly tends to raife fen ti merits of honour and 
virtue in his readers. jfadijbds Frethdmr. 

No reafon can poifibly be affigned, why it is be ft for die 
world that God Almighty hath fuch a power, which doth 
not directly prove that no mortal man fhould have the 
like. Swift m the Sent of a (M of Engl Man, 

Dik f/cTNFss, n. f [from direct d\ Straitnefs; tendency to any 
poin^ ; the neareft: way. 

Tliey argued from cel efUal caules only, the confl ant vici- 
nity of the fun, and the direcinsjs of his rays; never iufpect- 
xng that the body of the earth had to gr:at an efficiency in the 
changes of the air. Eentkys Scm. 

DlR HECTOR, n f [direflCKy Latin] 

1* One that has authority over others ; a fuperintenaent; one 
that has the general management of a deiign *>r work, 

Himfelf flood dinsHr over them, with nodding or damping, 
(hewing he did like or millike thofe things he did not under- 
ibiT Sidney* bi. 

In all affairs thou foie direst or* Sivf> Mipf 

W ii at made directors cheat in foutb fcayear? Popt j j * 

2- A rule ; an ordinance* 

Common forms were not defign’d 
Directors to a noble mind. Swift s f 

3. An inflructor ; one who ihews the proper methods of pro- 
ceeding, . ^11 

They are glad to ufo fuch as counfdlors and direct on u. 

their dealings which are of weight, as eontracb^^ 

4* One who is confulted in cafes of confaencc* « r r 

I am her director and her guide in ipiriiuai affairs. W- r * 

5. An tnftrumcnt in furgery, by which the hand teg 111 c 

1 The manner of opening with a knife, is by HiJing it on 
a din- far, the groove of which prevents iw 'V ? 

7 - beatf -f ourgtf 

DlR E CTOR v. n, f. [from firmer.] ^i'reaL^ 

fadiious preachers publilbed in the rebcijion tor t e 

their tu£b in a£b of worlhip. 

Ai to the ordinance concerning the dtredhry, 


vve c: 


cofl- 


9 


is 

Tit. 
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confait to tlic taking away of the book of 
a Oxford Rcafim agmnji m Cov* 

Dl'Riii uL. adj. [This word is frequent anionj^ the poets, but 
has been cenfured as rot analogical ; all ocher_ words com - 
pounded with full confining of a fubftiuitive an l full, as dyad- 
ful, or full of dread ; joyful, or full of joy.] Dire ; drcadiul, 

di fmal . . . . 

Point of fpeur it never piercen woukl, 

Nc dint of direful (word, divide the fubftancc could, hu ^ 
But yet at lift, whereas the Artful fiend. 

She faw not ftir, off (haking vain affright. 

She Higher drew, and faw that joyous end ; 

Then God (lie pray M, and thank'd her faithful knight* La.dpti* 
Direful hap betide that hated wretch 
That makes n* wretched by the death of thee* Sk A. Rich. 
The voice of God himfdf fpeaks in the heart of men, whe- 
ther they under ft and it or no; and by fecret intimations 
gives the firmer a fqretafte of that direful cup, which he 
like to drink more deeply of hereafter* Soma s Set 

I curs’d the direftd author of my woes : 

5 Twas told again, and thence my ruin rofe* Drydert- 

The wrath of Peleus’ Ion, the dtrfid Ipring 
Of all the Grecian woes, O goddefs, fing* P$pf 

'Di ; Reness. n.f [from dire.] Difmaluefi; horror; hidcouineb. 
Dirtnefey familiar to my flaughtVous thoughts. 

Cannot once ftart me. Shakefp. Mach. 

Direct i on, n ft [dire pit Lat J the aft of plundering. 

Dirge. [This Is not a contraction of the Latin dirige. in the 
popifti hymn dirige grejj us me&Sy as foine pretend ; but from the 
Teutonic dyrke, budarc y to praife and extol* lYhencc it is 
poffible their dyrke y and our dirge, was a laudatory long to 
commemorate and applaud the dead. Vcrjhgan . Bacon apparently 
derives it from dirige , ] A mournful ditty ; a fongof lamenta- 
tion* 

Th’ imperial jointrefs of this warlike ftatc, 

Have we, as ’twere, wdth a defeated joy. 

With mirth in funeral, and with dirge In marriage, 

In CQiia) fcale weiehinet delight and dole, 

Taken to wife* Shakefp. Hand. 

Mean while the body of Richard, after many indignities 
and reproaches, the dirigies and obiequses of the common 
people towards tyrants, was obfeurdy buried. Bacon j Hen. \ II. 
You from above (hall hear each day, 

One dirge difpatch'd unto your day, 

Thefe your own anthems (ball become. 

Your lading epiceduim. Sandy's Paraph , 

All due meafures of her mourning kept, 

Did office at the dirge, and by infection wept, Dryd, Stgif. 
Di^R igem\ adj. [dirt gens, Latin*] 

The dirigent line in geometry is that along which the line 
deferibent is carried in the generation of any figure. Harris. 
DIRK* n.f [an Earfe word.] A kind of dagger ufed in the 
Highlands of Scotland* 

In vain thy hungry mountaineers 
Come forth in all their warlike geers, 

T he fhield, the piftol, dirk f and dagger. 

In which they daily wont to fwagger. 

To DlKKE, v. a. To fpoil ; to ruin, Obfolete. 

T hy wafte bignefs but cumbers the ground, 

And dtrkes the beauties of my bloflbms round. Sp. Pafl . 
DIRT, n.f [dryty Dutch y dirty Ifiandic,] Mud; 
any thing that flicks to the deaths or body. 

They gilding dirty in noble verfe 
Ruftick philofophy rehear ft* 

Numbers engage their lives and labours, to heap together 
a little dirty that (halt bury them in the end, l V ikes Pr. 

They all aflured me that the fea fifes as high as ever, tho 1 
the great heaps of dirt it brings along with it are apt to choak 
up the (hallows. Add f on, 

Mark by what wretched fteps their glory grows; 

From dh t and fea weed as proud Venice rofe : 
in each how guilt and greatnefs equal ran, 

And all that rais’d the hero funk the man. Popes EJf 

Is yellow dirt the pa (lion of thy life? 

Look but on Gripus, or on Gripus 5 wife. Pop/s EJf 

2* Meannefs; fordidnefs. 

To Dirt* v, a- [from the noun*] To foul ; to bemirc ; to 
make filthy ; to bedawb ; to foil ; to pollute ; to nafty* 

111 companj F is like a dog, who dirts thofe molt whom he 
loves belt. Swift's Dh. on var * Subj. 

'Dirt pi e* n.f [din and pic,] Forms moulded by children of 
clay, in imitation of pafl ry. 

Thou fct’ft thy heart upon that which has newly left off 
making of dirt -piety and is but preparing itfelf for a green- 
fickncfs* Suckling, 

Di'Rtily. adh. [from dirty. J 
J* Naftilv; foully; filthily* 

2* Meanly; fordidly; fl^amefully* 

Such gold as that wherewithal 
Almighty chimiques from each mineral 
Are dirttly and defperatdy gulfd. Donne. 

Di'r t in ess. tu f [from dirty.} 

Vql. I, 
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Tuhlh 


filth 


mire 


Denham, 


r, Naftlnefs; fildilnefs ; loulnefs. , 

2, Meannefs; bafenefs; fordidnefs. 

DFrtV* adj, [from dirt . ] 

1. Foul; nafty; filthy* 

Thy I iol and Helen of thy noble thoughts 

Is in bafe durance, and contagious prifon, 

Haul’d thither by mechanic, dirty hands* Sh. tun. I V . 

2* Sullied; not elegant* 

Pound an almond, and the clear white colour will be alter- 
ed into a dirty one, and the fweet tafie into an oily one* Lsc«e* 

-2, Mean; bafe; defpi cable. 

Such eOftplovmenfs are the difeafes of labour, and the rult 
of time, which it contradb not by lying ftill, but by drty 
employ ment* ? ayhrs Holy Ln mg. 

Adarriages would be made up upon more natural motives 
than meer dirty interdb, and increafc of riches without mea- 
fure or end* ' Temp* Mlfte&muf 

They come at length to grow fots and epicures, mean in 
their dtfeourfes, and dirty in their practices. Spiffs Scrnu 
To Drftrrv. v. a. [from the noun*] 

1. To foul ; to foil* 

The Lords Strutts lived generoufly, and never ufed to dirty 
their fingers with pen, ink, and counters* Arburth. Hiji* Bull* 

2. To di (grace; to fcandalize* 

DFRUPTION. n.f [diruptio, Latin*] 

1. The aS of burfting, or breaking, 

2. The (fate of burfting, or breaking. 

Dis* An infeparable particle ufed in compofition, implying 
commonly a privative or negative fignification of the word 
to which it Is joined ; as to arm , to dijarm ; to join, to di join* 

It is borrowed from defy ufed by the French and Span *rds in 
the fenfe; as defnouery to untie ; dejlcrrar, to banifh ; from the 
Latin de ; as jlruoy to build ; dejhusy to deftroy. 

D r s a e iY j t y * n.f [ from di fable .] 

1, Want of power to do any thing ; weaknefs ; impotence. 

Gur confidcration of creatures, and attention unto feriptures, 
are not in themfelves things oi like df ability to breed or beget 
ftdth. Hackery b, % f zz* 

Many withdrew themfclvcs out of pure faintnefs, and dip 
ability to attend the conclufiun* Raleigh's Hijt . World. 

Pie that knows mod of himfelf, knows leaf! of his know- 
ledge, and the exercifed imdcrftanding is confcious of Its 
df ability. Glanv. Sctpf c. 27. 

The ability of mankind does not lie in the impotency or 
dfabilitie j of brutes* Locke, * 

2 , Want of proper qualifications for any purpofe ; legal impe- 
diment. 

A fuit Is commenced in a temporal court for an inheritance, 
and the defendant pleads in dfability, that the plaintiff is 
a baftard. Ay If Vs Parergm* 

It is true, indeed, that this di fad vantage which the d 3 (ten- 
ters at prefen t lie under, of a difabilhy to receive church pre- 
ferments, will be eafdy remedied by the repeal of the 

teft. Swiff s Adv, Rep. Sacr. Dt/f, 

To Disable, v, a. ( dis anti ablcf] 

1. To deprive of natural force ; to weaken ; to crufh. 

1 he invafion of the Scots, and rebellion of the barons, did 
not only difable this king to be a conqueror, but deprived him, 
both of his kingdom and life. Davies's Ireland 

Nor fo is overcome 

Satan, whofe fall from heav’n, a deadlier bruife 
D fabled not to gi ve thcc thy deaths wound* Milt . P t Loft. 

A chriftian's life is a perpetual exercife a wreftlin^ and war- 
fare, for which fenfual plcafure^ii/^ him, by yielding to that 
enemy with whom he mult ftrive* Tayhps H§h Lifting* 

2. To impair; todiminifh, 

’Tis not unknown to you Anthonie, 

How much i have drfabted mine eftate. 

By (hewing fomething a more fwellrng port 

Tlian my faint means would grant continuance. Shake feare* 

3. To make unadlive* 

I have known a great fleet difalled for two months, and 

thereby lofe great occafions by an indilpofittbn of the ad- 
it) i ral * tj- . f 

4* To deprive of ufefulnefs or efficacy. " ‘ 

Farcwel, M?onficur Traveller s look you li% and wear 
ftrange fmts} dijabk all the benefits of your own country. Sh. 
Your days I will alarm, I’ll haunt your ni«hts. 

And worfc than a^e dijabh your delights. BrydediAuremuh. 
5. To exclude as wanting proper qualifications. 

I will not dtfah e any for proving a fcholar, nn r yet dif- 
femble that I have feen many happily forced upon the courfe 
to which by nature they feem much indtfpt fed IVmoh 

To Disabi 'sr. a [dU and abufe . ] To f et free from a mif- 
take ; to d lien tangle from a fallacy ; to (l-t rl 2 ht ; to undeceive 
The impofturc and fallacy of our fenfei impofe not only 
on common heads, but even more refined mercuries who have 
the advantages of an improved reaftm to difebufe you. Gian. 
Fhofc teeth fair Lyce mull not (how, J 
If flic would bite her lovers : though * 

Like birds they (loop at feem mg grapes, 

Arc dfalufdy when firft (he gapes* 3 W l! 
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